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pleasure trip. Day after day they paddled up the broad
river between banks clothed with groves of cottonwood,
cedar, willow and walnut trees. Game was abundant.
Never before had any of the travellers seen so many
antelopes, goats, elks or buffaloes. These last roamed
the plains in great herds, and so vast were their numbers
that fifty or more herds were sometimes counted in one
day. They met Indians, but these were usually friendly,

and grunted with amazement and delight when Lewis
or Clark presented them with strings of gaudy beads, or
pieces of coloured calico, or showed them their painted
faces reflected in a cheap mirror. And at the end of
each day's work there was a comfortable camp with
plenty to eat, and while the men sat round the fires
yarning, as travellers do, Lewis and Clark wrote in their
journals an account of that day's happenings, of the
country through which they had passed, the Red Men
they had met and conversed with, and of the animals,
trees and plants they had seen.